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This document is written by Jelena Ivanisevic, building code consultant for JUUNOO. It will cover 
the next topics: 

• Fire and Flame Spread Features 
• Corridors 
• Electrical Requirements 

 

5/22/2023 Version 1 - Jelena Ivanisevic 

The following code review focuses on the following codes as applicable to the demountable 
partition walls by JUUNOO: 

 
New York City 

• Building Code 2022 (based on IBC 2015 edition) 
• Mechanical Code 2022 (based on IMC 2015 edition) 
• Electrical Code 2011 

 
California 

• Building Code 2022 (based on IBC 2021 edition) 
• Mechanical code 2022 (based on UMC 2021) 
• Electrical Code 2022 (based on NFPA 70 2020) 

 

As the IBC requirements are based on Occupancy Classification and Use of a space, it is 
assumed that the primary use of the walls and meeting boxes are for office use (Group B) and 
any other occupancy group/use of the products may result in different Code requirements. 
 

All requirements and recommendations is my professional interpretation and judgement of the 
Codes and Standards defined within the document. The final approval of products and/or 
placement and/or the need for additional fire safety equipment is determined by the local 
Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). 
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Fire and Flame Spread Features 
 
Includes the following chapters 

• Chapter 6 - Combustible Materials 
• Chapter 7 - Fire Partition/Fire Rated Construction 
• Chapter 8 - Interior Finishes 

 

Chapter 6 - Combustible Materials  
The building code (both NYC and CA) limits the use of combustible material in Type I and Type II 
(i.e. non-combustible, typically high-rise) construction. Combustible materials are permitted 
as: 

1. Fire-retardant treated wood (Class A) in interior partitions 

2. Thermal and acoustical insulation (Class A) 
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Chapter 7 - Fire Partition/Fire Rated Construction  
Within an office (Group B) fit out, fire rated walls separating office/space is typically not required 
and are only required for special uses e.g. separated occupancies/uses, horizontal exits, or 
interior or public corridors. 

The most likely use is considered to be an interior corridor, but the required fire rating for an 
interior corridor in a sprinklered building is 0. 

 

Chapter 8 - Interior finishes 

Interior wall and ceiling finishes 
The exposed interior surfaces of buildings including, but not limited to: fixed or movable walls 
and partitions; toilet room privacy partitions; columns; ceilings; and interior wainscoting, 
panelling or other finish applied structurally or for decoration, acoustical correction, surface 
insulation, structural fire resistance or similar purposes, but not including trim. 

Wall and Ceiling Finishes (803) 
 
Interior wall and ceiling finishes must be tested to ASTM E84 or UL723 for flame spread and 
smoke development and are grouped in the following classes: 
 

Class A  
Class B  
Class C  

=  
=  
=  

Flame spread index 0-25; smoke developed index 0-450. 
Flame spread index 26-75; smoke developed index 0-450. 
Flame spread index 76-200; smoke developed index 0-450. 

 

From table 803.11 (NYC Building Code) and 803.13 (California Building Code): 
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Interior Finish vs Combustible Material Partition 
The MDF of the partitions can either be considered an interior finish or an internal non-
loadbearing partition under the code, in which the following applies: 

 

 

After speaking with a Technical Representative at the ICC (International Code Council), it is their 
opinion that the MDF would be considered part of the wall, i.e. would need to be fire retardant 
treated wood if installed in a non-combustible building.  

If the MDF was attached to a non-combustible surface such as a layer of gypsum board, it 
would be considered an interior finish.  

In the JUUNOO demountable wall set-up, the click panel (more details see ‘Appendix A’) is 
directly mounted on the metal stud. Therefore following the logic of a non-loadbearing non-fire 
rated partition. 

JUUNOO can, upon request, produce products utilizing the fire treated MDF in ‘Appendix B’  
which have a ASTM E84 classification of 1/A for panels less than 30mm thick (JUUNOO utilizes 
10mm panels as the base click panel, both sides are finished with a melamine finish or a 
paintable finish) thus, satisfying this requirement.  
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Corridors (1020) 
In NYC Building Code, there’s interior corridors and public corridors 

• Interior corridor = serves one tenant = constructed as fire partitions 
• Public corridor = serves multiple tenants = constructed as fire barriers 

 

 

 

In CA Building Code there are only interior corridors, i.e. constructed as fire partitions. 

Fire rating requirements (hours) for interior and public corridors are as follows: 
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Electrical Requirements 
• NYC Electrical Code 2011 = NFPA 70 National Electrical Code 2008 Edition 
• CA Electrical Code 2022 = NFPA 70 National Electrical Code 2020 Edition 

 

Article 605 - Office Furnishings 
Office Furnishings: Cubicle panels, partitions, study carrels, workstations, desks, shelving 
systems and storage units that may be mechanically or electrically interconnected to form an 
office furnishing system. 
 

 

  



 

7 
 

Appendix A 
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